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ABSTRACT.—This study documents in the form of maps  the nature of German settlement in the Southern 
Riverina as far as it can be gleaned from the 1884 census of land and stock-holders.  

 

Introduction 
During the second part of the nineteenth century 
substantial numbers of Germans emigrated from 
South Australia to select land in the Southern 
Riverina. While the German settlements thus 
created much interest by contemporary com-
mentators comparatively little has been written 
on them in the historical literature. Apart from 
Buxton’s seminal work on the Riverina, in which 
he examined some of this in detail,1 discussion 
of the Riverina is limited to brief accounts in 
generalised state-specific summaries of the 
German presence and statistical analyses of the 
state-wide population. 

This study forms part of a comprehensive in-
vestigation into the nature of German immigra-
tion to Australia, and to what extent that 
immigration has left a tangible and recognisable 
imprint on the cultural heritage of the Southern 
Riverina. Elsewhere, aspects of the extant Ger-
man material culture have been addressed in 
the context of the processes that led to their sur-
vival in museum collections.2  

The aim of this paper is discuss the nature of 
German settlement in the Southern Riverina as 
far as it can be gleaned from the 1884 census 
of land and stock-holders. The majority of the 
document will be comprised of maps and tables. 

The Data 
The NSW Lands Acts of 1861 underwent a ma-
jor revision in 1884 which excluded leasehold 
lands from conditional purchase options (Crown 
Lands Act of 1884 [NSW 48 Vic no. 18]). To as-
sess the status quo of landownership in the col-
ony, a census of land and stock-holders was 
carried out in December 1884 by the Police and 
Stock Inspectors. Presented to Parliament on 1st 
January 1885, this census of Landholders in 
New South Wales provides a range of data: 
apart from the name of the occupier of the land, 
the (often generalised) name of holding and 
post town of holding, the census also recorded 
the number of acres, horses, cattle, sheep and 
pigs. This census provides a snapshot of the 
land holdings at the end of the main conditional 
purchase period and thus an avenue to investi-
gate the extent of initial German selection in the 
Southern Riverina. 

With the18 May 1825 instructions the colony 
of New South Wales divided it’s land manage-
ment into Counties, which were further subdi-
vided into Parishes. In 1884 they were grouped 
into three major Land Divisions (East, Central, 
West) (Crown Lands Act of 1884 48 Vic, no.18 
§8). The actual administration of the land, how-
ever, was carried out in land districts, which en-
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compassed total parishes, but could cut across 
counties (48 Vic, no.18 §§9-10). All land matter 
was referred to the relevant land boards from 
1884 onwards (48 Vic, no.18 §11). At the same 
time, however, census collection of people and 
livestock was carried out based on police dis-
tricts (and sheep districts), which were also the 
boundaries for the stock inspectors (eg Diseases 
in Sheep Act of 1866, 30 Vic no.16 §3). As a 
result we have a series of data sources with dif-
fering boundary definitions. 

The analysis on the macro-scale relies on the 
1885 returns of land and stockholders for the 
police districts of Albury, Corowa, Hume, Urana 
and Wagga Wagga.3 The original data do not 
specify the ethnicity of the owners of the land or 
stock. The classification of the landholders into 
‘German’ and ‘non-German’ was carried out 
through allocating an ethnic status based on the 
family name. That approach is not without 
methodological concerns as room for misiden-
tification exists. The accuracy of the identifica-
tion is reliant on the knowledge of the person 
coding to recognise and interpret German 
family names, and a familiarity with the family 
names of the area. 

Spatial patterns 
At the time of the December 1884 census, 260 
of the total of 2,611 properties in the police dis-
tricts of Albury, Corowa, Hume, Urana and 
Wagga Wagga were held in German hand, with 
a total of 92,862 acres. While the Germans in 
the five police districts held 9.95% of all proper-
ties, they controlled on 1.28% of the total acre-
age. The latter figure demonstrates that, on a 
regional level, German holdings were negligible 
(Table 1). What made the Germans so visible, 
was the clustered nature of their settlements: two 
thirds of all German holdings were concentrated 
in the four postal town areas of Albury, Jindera 
(57 properties each), Walla Walla (28) and 
Gerogery (27) all of which were located close to 
each other. The clustered nature of settlement is 
evident once we map the number German hold-
ings in the Riverina (Figure 1). A clear cluster 
exists in the Albury-Jindera-Gerogery-Walla 
Walla corridor with adjacent areas to the east 
and especially to the west. Once we consider 
German holdings as a percentage of all hold-

ings in area, the cluster is even more in evi-
dence, bounded by Walbundrie and Moorwatha 
in the west, Walla Walla and Gerogery in the 
North, Thurgoona in the east and Albury in the 
south (Figure 2).4 

Livestock patterns 
There is a general scarcity of information on the 
nature and especially the extent of holdings of 
farm animals among the German settlers. Thus 
the census data are of importance as they pro-
vide some insight. 

It can be assumed that German farms in the 
Riverina had an array of animals, such as horses 
for transport and working the fields, cows, pigs, 
and sheep, but also goats and a range of poul-
try. While the 1884 landholder and stock census 
does not quantify the number of goats and poul-
try, the census allows us to explore some aspects 
of this matter in more detail. The spatial patterns 
of the distribution of horses, cattle, pigs and 
sheep (Table 2) follow that of the overall Ger-
man Settlement (Table 1; Figure 1). 

When examined on a property basis, some 
differences can be observed. As can be ex-
pected, there is no statistically significant differ-
ence in the percentages of German and non-
German landholders owning horses. After all, 
horses were the mainstay of transportation by 
riding or pulling a cart/wagon. Likewise, no dif-
ferences could be observed in the number of 
horses owned by German and non-German 
landholders, i.e. a similar percentage of Ger-
man landholders owned five horses as did non-
German landholders. The only exception ob-
served was that non-English landholders were 
more likely to have large mobs of horses (16 
and more). The generally similar number of 
German and non-German landholders owning 
horses suggest underlying factors of a non-
ethnic causality. It was posited that there might 
be a general relationship between the number 
of horses owned by a landholder and the acre-
age of the land managed, but no significant 
correlation could be observed in the data.  

Some trends, however, are immediately ob-
vious and statistically significant: more German 
landholdings were keeping pigs than were non-
German landholdings. This is in keeping with 
the observation in the literature that German 



 Mapping the German Footprint in the Riverina in 1884 3 

 
Studies in German Colonial Heritage (ISSN 1834-7797) nº 2 (2007) pp. 1–9 

settlers were fond of pork. The trend for cattle is 
similar. Again, statistically overall more German 
landholdings were keeping cattle. The overall 
number of cattle owned by German landholders 
rarely exceeded 40, with 88% of all German 
cattle owners having herds of 20 head or less. If 
we consider only the landholders owning cattle, 
then none of the German properties had more 
than 50 cattle, but 9% of the non-German 
households, with some herds being 2,000 head 
and more. The generally small number of cattle 
in German hand suggests that they were pre-
dominately dairy cattle. 
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Table 1. German landholdings by postal towns 

PostTown nº 
Average 
Acreage 

German 
Holdings (in 

%) 

Acreage in 
German 
Hand (%) 

Albury 57 45 17.07 3.08 

Bowna 1 90 2.63 0.22 
Bullenbong 1 631 6.25 1.03 
Bungowannah 1 87 3.03 0.27 
Coolamon 7 1190 7.78 4.92 
Corowa 7 66 4.12 0.08 
Corowa Township 3 0 11.11 0.12 
Culcairn 1 336 7.69 0.44 
Daysdale 1 0 3.23 0.00 
Germantown 2 685 3.17 0.68 
Gerogery 23 273 60.53 19.76 
Howlong 6 550 9.09 6.37 
Jerilderie 2 0 1.67 0.00 
Jindera 57 547 53.77 31.32 
Junee North 1 50 8.33 0.12 
Little Billabong 1 40 7.14 0.05 
Mahonga 1 720 11.11 1.17 
Moorwatha 12 585 32.43 21.05 
Sandy Creek 2 291 18.18 2.01 
The Rock 2 480 4.00 0.76 
Thurgoona 7 60 38.89 15.98 
Tumberumba 5 442 5.00 1.04 
Urana 5 746 5.15 0.35 
Wagga Wagga 12 270 2.86 0.38 
Wagga Wagga North 1 57 9.09 5.25 
Walbundrie 8 595 27.59 6.51 
Walla Walla 28 455 73.68 18.40 
Yambla 1 40 20.00 3.49 
Yerong Creek 5 327 45.45 2.83 
TOTAL 260 357 9.95 1.28 
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Table 2. Livestock in German hand (in %), by postal area 
PostTown Horses Cattle Sheep Pigs 
Albury 14.11 11.75 0.02 15.74 
Bowna 1.16 0.34  1.10 
Bullenbong 11.25  1.02  
Bungowannah 1.75 1.51   
Coolamon 8.23 9.29 2.75 4.71 
Corowa 1.44 0.28 0.05 2.53 
Corowa Township 6.90 50.00  28.57 
Culcairn 2.84 2.29  10.00 
Daysdale 1.25   0.00 
Germantown 6.24 2.55 0.47 9.59 
Gerogery 59.11 64.35 1.71 64.21 
Howlong 7.03 6.91 1.00 13.85 
Jerilderie 0.75 0.09  3.94 
Jindera 59.55 50.65 23.25 58.73 
Junee North 5.48 0.00 0.47 4.27 
Little Billabong 1.56 0.40  1.53 
Mahonga 2.81 3.38  8.33 
Moorwatha 30.00 39.45 7.95 47.57 
Sandy Creek 9.91 7.59 0.00 85.23 
The Rock 2.27 3.55 0.30  
Thurgoona 24.77 16.58  31.91 
Tumberumba 2.55 0.67 0.84 2.60 
Urana 1.81 2.66 0.53 6.58 
Wagga Wagga 1.47 1.22 0.33 3.04 
Wagga Wagga North 1.85 13.56 26.21  
Walbundrie 18.28 33.04 1.74 35.71 
Walla Walla 67.71 77.25 10.94 84.62 
Yambla 3.70 1.89   
Yerong Creek 18.60 14.18  8.94 
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Figure 1. Spatial distribution of German land holdings in the Albury, Corowa, Hume, Urana and Wagga Wagga 
police districts 

 

Figure 2. Spatial distribution of German and non-German land holdings (in % of all land holdings per postal 
town) in the Albury, Corowa, Hume, Urana and Wagga Wagga police districts. 
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Figure 3. Spatial distribution of German and non-German land holdings (in % of acreage per postal town) in the 
Albury, Corowa, Hume, Urana and Wagga Wagga police districts 

 

Figure 4. Spatial distribution of pigs held in German and non-German hands (in % of total pigs per postal town) 
in the Albury, Corowa, Hume, Urana and Wagga Wagga police districts 
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Figure 5. Spatial distribution of cattle held in German and non-German hands (in % of all cattle per postal town) 
in the Albury, Corowa, Hume, Urana and Wagga Wagga police districts 

 

Figure 6. Spatial distribution of sheep held in German and non-German hands (in % of all sheep per postal 
town) in the Albury, Corowa, Hume, Urana and Wagga Wagga police districts 



 Mapping the German Footprint in the Riverina in 1884 9 

 
Studies in German Colonial Heritage (ISSN 1834-7797) nº 2 (2007) pp. 1–9 

 

Figure 7. Spatial distribution of horses held in German and non-German hands (in % of all horses per postal 
town) in the Albury, Corowa, Hume, Urana and Wagga Wagga police districts 

 

Figure 8. Percentage of holdings in German hand compared to the percentage of acreage in German hand. 
Selected data points have been highlighted 

 


